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MARINGOUIN NW QUADRANGLE
LOUISIANA  7.5-MINUTE SERIES  

QUATERNARY SYSTEM

HOLOCENE

Point bar deposits of Atchafalaya River – light brown coarse sand of 
quartz, feldspar, and rock fragments. Deposit surface expressed as 
ridge-and-swale relief. Thickness not determined.

Crevasse deposits of Atchafalaya River and major distributaries  
B. Courtableau: red-brown muddy fine sand, coarse fraction of quartz 
and feldspar with lesser micas, rock fragments, dark silicates, and trace 
iron oxides. B. Denny: red-brown mud and clay mud with fine sand of 
quartz and feldspar with lesser micas, rock fragments, dark silicates, and 
iron oxides. Indian Bayou: red-brown muddy medium-fine sand of quartz 
and feldspars with lesser rock fragments, dark silicates, micas, and trace 
iron oxides and volcanic ash shards. Thickness < 3 meters.

Levee deposits of Atchafalaya River meander belt – brown and 
red-brown muddy fine sand and fine sand with mud. Coarse fraction 
dominated by quartz and feldspar with fragments of phyllite, schist, chert, 
red siltstone and dolomite, and lesser dark micas, dark silicates, trace iron 
oxides and volcanic ash shards. Thickness < 4 meters.

Distributary deposits of Atchafalaya River meander belt  
red-brown muddy fine and medium fine sands of quartz and feldspar with 
lesser micas and rock fragments and trace dark silicates and iron oxides 
flanking Little Alabama Bayou, Alabama Bayou, Bayou des Ourses, 
and the old Atchafalaya channel. Gray-brown medium-fine muddy sand 
with quartz and feldspar, lesser rock fragments, dark silicates, and trace 
micas and iron oxides along Bayou Stiff above Alabama Bayou 
(northeast). Deposition by multiple flood episodes is indicated by vertical 
cycles in lithology and normal grading. Thickness along Alabama Bayou 
< 3 meters.

Distributary deposits of Mississippi River meander belt 1 – 
brown and brown-gray fine sandy mud and muddy fine sand of quartz, 
feldspar, rock fragments, and light and dark micas. Trace dark silicates 
and iron oxides. Limited to northeast corner of quadrangle. Thickness < 2 
meters.

Back swamp deposits – steel gray clay with trace amounts of very fine 
sand and silt size quartz, feldspar, rock fragments, iron oxides. Thickness 
not determined. 

Open Water, Inundated Area, Wetland

Streams

Contacts

Topographic contours

Federal lands boundary 

Description of Map Units

Had

Hb

Hmd1

Hal

Hac

Hapb

Atchafalaya River Basin

SW NE

Mississippi
River Basin

Hb Hb
Hb

Hapb Hal Hac Had Had Hmd1

Correlation of Map Units

H
ol

oc
en

e


