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Distributary channel deposits of the Mississippi River meander belt 1—Silty mud 
levee and crevasse deposits of distributary channels historically or currently originating from 
the main Mississippi River. Bayous Jacob and Plaquemine: medium – dark brown silty and 
fine sandy mud, coarse fraction dominated by quartz and feldspar, lesser micas and 
magnetite, and trace amounts of chert, mafic silicates, and sand-size quartz. Bayou Grosse 
Tete: medium-dark brown silty and fine sandy mud, coarse fraction of quartz and feldspar 
with light mica, mafic silicates, magnetite, and metamorphic rock fragments in trace 
amounts.

Crevasse and crevasse complex deposits of the Mississippi River meander belt 1 
Lobate and plume-shaped deposit of sediment funneled by one or more incised channels 
radiating from the main river channel, most commonly situated along the downstream sector 
of a meander cut-bank. Medium brown silty and fine sandy mud, coarse fraction of quartz 
and feldspar with ~ 5% light and dark micas, other dark silicates, and magnetite.

Levee overbank flood deposits of the Mississippi River meander belt 1 
Widespread apron that parallels and thins away from the main channel and lacks 
geomorphic expression of individual feeder channels. Medium brown silty and fine sandy 
mud. Coarse fraction of quartz and feldspar with ~ 5% light and dark micas, other dark 
silicates, and magnetite.

Backswamp deposits—Mud in topographically low areas situated between inactive and 
active meander belts, composed of clay settled from slow moving or calm flood stage water. 
Dark steel gray clay with less than 0.1% silt fraction. Back-swamp depo-centers likely include 
sediment from multiple meander belts and therefore are not assigned to a specific episode.
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