Workshop: Web Resources for the Composition Classroom 
Date: 11/5/12



Time: 1:30-2:30


Room:
Allen 121


In attendance: Peter Kunze, Dena Marks, GTAs, and Instructors


I.
Dr. Kunze introduces the topic and himself
1) I will present web resources you can use in your course to help with discussions, analysis, or presenting student materials
2) I come from FSU, which has an expressivist approach to writing. I’m transitioning into the more analytical model that is employed here so some of this stuff may have to be adapted to LSU’s goals. 

3) I am presenting on behalf of the Professional Development Committee
II.
Enhancing discussion of tone, scope, and peer review with videos
1) Use humorous videos in class to get students talking about the effect of tone. Students think movies are fun.

a) The Shining recut on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioFCBqUwRjU&feature=fvst
i) Useful for talking about audience and tone

ii) The video makes The Shining seem like an uplifting, inspirational story about a family coming together

b) Recut of Forest Gump: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ylWSe5HjrA
i) Makes Forest seem like a stalker, murderer, and sex addict

c) Trailers are useful for talking about genre, how tone works in film

d) Talk about how tone can strengthen your argument or betray bias

2) Use videos to talk about scope

a) Scope is difficult for students to understand
i) They often bite off more than they can chew

ii) Or, they narrow their topic too much
b) 30 Second Bunny Theatre:  www.angryalien.com
i) Condenses two hour movies into 30 second plot summaries

ii) Talk about what they cut out: help students learn to condense topics that are too broad

iii) Explicate: teach students how to draw out details from bits of information, show them how far they can run with it

2) Use videos to introduce peer review:  how to respond to peer work without simply criticizing
a) I Am Better Than Your Kids: http://www.thebestpageintheuniverse.net/c.cgi?u=irule
i) An online satirist rates children’s art
ii) Talk about how it is not working
(1) Telling v. Showing
(2) Problem with jumping to hasty, evaluative conclusions

iii) Contrast with Richard Strabb who talks about how to respond to student writing

(1) Teach students to read instead of nitpick grammar errors

III. 
Using the new powerpoint

1) Prezzi: http://prezi.com

a) A newer version of power point

b) Allows you to post a presentation online instead of saving it as a file

c) Advantages

i) Has a cinematic approach, students can engage with graphics better

ii) Easy to use

iii) Students can use it for their presentations

iv) Free to use the online version, can pay more to save the file on your computer

d) Disadvantages 
i) Saved online, problem if the website is down

ii) Zooming in and out can be nauseating

iii) Requires that you make your presentation public

IV. 
Building your own website
1) Wix: www.wix.com

a) User-friendly host for building your own website (you don’t have to know html) 

b) Free

c) You can pay to upgrade if you want website to be in your name 

2) Composition classes are now often multi-modal. 
3) You can use Wix for:
a) Online portfolios: students submit link at the end of class

b) Students post final presentations on website in lieu of Prezzi

c) E-portfolios: composition moving in that direction

d) Personal website for when you go on the market
4) Josef Horacek: Square Space offers a similar service 

a) You have to pay

b) Can be hosted by another site

V. 
Lesson planning
1) FSU hosts a website that offers strategies to help new teachers develop lessons 

a) Caveat: Some activities are too expressivist for LSU but some are helpful
b) Particularly good activities:
i) Dramatize Sentences

(1) Helps students think about the effect of their sentences

(2) They edit each other while they act out the sentence

ii) Dialogue

(1) Teaches students to incorporate research into their writing

(2) Teaches them to substantiate writing with research

iii) Play it Again Sam

(1) Teaches the difference between summary and analysis

(2) Allows you to talk about the differences between these modes

iv) Formula Paragraph

(1) Teaches structure of paragraph: claim>evidence>analyze evidence>connect analysis to claim

(2) Teaches students that a claim must be subjective, i.e., not a fact
VI. 
Other websites from audience

1) Saundra Granger’s websites:
a) www.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar
i) Jr. College grammar site run by Professor Darling

ii) Use grammar quizzes, interactive quizzes. 

(1) Students can read about grammatical issues and then test themselves

(2) Fun way to review and play with grammar

iii) Peripherals and powerpoints

(1) If you don’t have time to create one, these are already done for you 

b) Dropbox: dropbox.com

i) Cloud technology

ii) Allows you to upload and share files as well as folders

iii) Free for 2 GB

iv) More user friendly than Tigerbytes

v) You can share files with someone who doesn’t have Dropbox. You send an invitation to their email

c) Voki: www.voki.com

i) Can create Avatars that you place on Moodle to introduce units

ii) Free but you have to create an account
VII. 
Closing/Next Meeting: Dr. Kunze will send the links
